WindowBlinds

WindowBlinds 6.0 is a utility for Microsoft Windows XP and Vista that
enables users to change the look and feel of the Windows graphical user
interface (GUI). By applying skins designed for WindowBlinds, the
program can change title bars, borders, scrollbars, push buttons, and
nearly every element of the Windows GUI. WindowBlinds has over 12
million downloads on CNETds Downl oad
popular desktop enhancement of all time.

This media g uide will outline the primary features of WindowBlinds as well as
outline what, specifically, is new in WindowBlinds 6.

How WindowBlinds Works

WindowBlinds works by extending the drawing routines of Microsoft
Windows to support images, animations, and othe r elements that are
provided by skins created by third - parties.

WindowBlinds Features

WindowBlinds has hundreds of features, Which can be broken up into
the following categories:
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The Windows user interface is made up of many different elements
including title bars, buttons, scrollbars, and the Start bar. Over the years
Microsoft has had three major new looks (with minor variations between
them).

These looks are:
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WindowBlinds Visual Styles

Window Blinds adds hundreds of additional visual drawing features to the
Windows GUI that are taken advantage of by artists who make new skins
(visual styles) that are applied by WindowBlinds. As a result, users can
completely transform Windows in very fundament al ways.
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What& new in WindowBlinds 6

WindowBlinds 6 is the most significant advancement to the program
since its inception.

Its new features can be summarized as:

1 Full support for Windows Vista skinning including the Sidebar,
new Vista - specific controls, and full video acceleration.

1 Blurred glass support for Windows XP users

1 A new configuration program to make it much easier to configure
the program

1 The ability for users to modify the fonts and colors of skins within
the configuration program and save their changes as sub - styles
of the original skin.

1 Support for fluid animation (30 frames per second) with no
noticeable change in performance

9 Users can control the transparency and blur levels in their skins

1 Dozens of smaller new features requested b y users.
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On Windows Vista,

many WindowBlinds
skins can save
enough power on a
laptop to give the

user 40 extra minutes
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Figure 2: WindowBlinds 6 adds full

customization support to Windows Vista and makes

full use of the desktop hardware acceleration for maximum performance. Explorer

backgrounds can be skinned, the Sidebar can be skinned,

Internet Explorer 7 and other

elements become skinnable, etc.

Figure 3: WindowBlinds 6 running on Windows XP. Blurred glass and other effects can
make Windows XP look and feel revitalized.
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