WindowBlinds

WindowBlinds 6.0 is a utility for Microsoft Windows XP and Vista that
enables users to change the look and feel of the Windows graphical user
interface (GUI). By applying skins designed for WindowBlinds, the
program can change title bars, borders, scrollbars, push buttons, and
nearly every element of the Windows GUI. WindowBlinds has over 12
million downloads on CNET’s Download.com and is, by far, the most
popular desktop enhancement of all time.

This media guide will outline the primary features of WindowBlinds as well as
outline what, specifically, is new in WindowBlinds 6.

How WindowBlinds Works

WindowBlinds works by extending the drawing routines of Microsoft
Windows to support images, animations, and other elements that are
provided by skins created by third-parties.

WindowBlinds Features

WindowBlinds has hundreds of features, Which can be broken up into
the following categories:

- “Skinning” the Windows user interface for Windows XP and Vista.
- Changing the color of a given “skin” (visual style).

- Changing a skin for a particular application.

- Performance and usability options.

- Wallpaper changing, font control and more!
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The Windows user interface is made up of many different elements
including title bars, buttons, scrollbars, and the Start bar. Over the years
Microsoft has had three major new looks (with minor variations between
them).

These looks are:
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WindowBlinds Visual Styles

WindowBlinds adds hundreds of additional visual drawing features to the
Windows GUI that are taken advantage of by artists who make new skins
(visual styles) that are applied by WindowBlinds. As a result, users can
completely transform Windows in very fundamental ways.

Page 2



Goedl securty | Pruacy | Contant | Commactons | Programs | Advancad

What’s new in WindowBlinds 6

WindowBlinds 6 is the most significant advancement to the program
since its inception.

Its new features can be summarized as:

e Full support for Windows Vista skinning including the Sidebar,
new Vista-specific controls, and full video acceleration.

e Blurred glass support for Windows XP users

e A new configuration program to make it much easier to configure
the program

e The ability for users to modify the fonts and colors of skins within
the configuration program and save their changes as sub-styles
of the original skin.

e Support for fluid animation (30 frames per second) with no
noticeable change in performance

e Users can control the transparency and blur levels in their skins

e Dozens of smaller new features requested by users.
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Figure 2: WindowBlinds 6 adds full customization support to Windows Vista and makes
full use of the desktop hardware acceleration for maximum performance. Explorer
backgrounds can be skinned, the Sidebar can be skinned, Internet Explorer 7 and other
elements become skinnable, etc.

“ Ele Et Vew laout Amnge EMeps Bumaps ea
Tgols  Window  Help

CpRaxXanes- @08 Q- e

w0 X & ooo
000 % - 2

xt Justification and gystemdcondocat:

i start

=)

© - (¥ Oseren [ roises [T~

Address % C\Work\documents My Pictures
— ~

s (Crammee—=) || |
Intemnet Explorer L side sho 4
Documents

Corel Files Cottage

) et g 1) Im
zi Nicrosof Ofce Outook _ Copy ahteme 0. |

)

JascPaintshop  Misc
WZ | mcrosoft office Word 2007

. /i K 4 . -
| U T— : ) )
3 previews

Sample Pictures  xprevew

| |25 tcoson ot eca 20 ¥ G e ’
I _Sv ardock Central = N - T|  6HthunderNG  B0GPNG  BZporschNG
2 , My Pictures
He s Fie Folder PG 3 PG
Date Modfied: Tuesdsy, Joy
24, 2007, 11:2244
72004834206..

Figure 3: WlndowBllnds 6 running on Windows XP. Blurred glass and other effects can
make Windows XP look and feel revitalized.
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Did you know?

WindowBlinds skins tend
to result in less overall
memory being used than
if the user was running
Windows XP or Windows
Vista on their own.

That’s because
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Figure 4: WindowBlinds 6 adds fluid animation support. The dragon on the start menu
along with the fire is fully animated at over 30 frames per second without any noticeable
performance change.
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Change colours in skin

‘windowdlinds allows you to change the colours used by a skin . Want the skin to have a blue tint instead of a red one, you can do it with the

options below.

-]

File

Created by Ross 'bOse Harvey @ Opusiorki

Change setting for all skins

#/1want to adjust the colour of my skin

Hue

Saturation

Colour richness :

Custom Colour Levels

Use HSL based colauring ¥

Change the brightness of the skin
Darker Lighter
Reset
Invert the colours of skin

Remove all calour from the skin

Figure 5:

With WindowBlinds 6, users can customize the colors of individual visual styles

and save them as sub-styles for later use.

Page 5



I_| Look&uFeel | Wallpapers  Settings. System info About

|V|suaISME§ Colowrs | Fomts = Transparency &Blur  Sidebar

‘Change skin fonts
‘Whether you want to make fonts bigger, make them smaller, or just change them for a different font, you can do this from here.

What size do you want fonts to be?

== 0 . . v . . . . . e

Hormal Reset

I‘ Vi1 do nat want shadow and outline text effects used on contrals
I do not want to use any system wide fonts defined by this skan
Do you want to override the font defined by the skin?
Use Rockwell Extra Bold
Use Rod
Use Roman
o e
et 7 2t
Yy B e
v . Use Segoe UL
A Did you know?
—
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I you have found a skin you like but want to change the transparency of the taskbar, or menus, or even the window frames then this is where

allows users to pick a

specific color to

Fde Edit View Help

D
hje

change rather than

Change setting for all skins - Vista-ize™ me  Reset defaults

Iwant to change how the taskbar looks -

Haw transparent would you like this to be 7

More T U Less transparent
Skin defaul
® Always biur the background
Never blur the background even if the skin has blur enabled
Only blur the backaround if the skin has biur enabled

Figure 7: Users can control the level of blurring and transparency in their skins
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Change my sidebar skin

If you use the Microsoft Sidebar included with Windows Vista, then you can control how it looks from here. Pick an existing skin included
with WindowBlinds, or download one from the Internet.

Create a new sidebar skin  Edit sidebar skin

Disney Acrylic Sidebar Skin - Two Sidebar Skin

Figure 8: The new Windows Vista sidebar can now be skinned

WindowBlinds in action

WindowBlinds has so many features that it would be impossible to
discuss them all without it becoming overwhelming. Below are the
major features of WindowBlinds.

Look & Feel

Changing the visual style of Windows is simply a matter of opening the
new configuration window and choosing the skin you want. A preview is
displayed along with options to edit (with the free SkinStudio
application) or apply the skin.
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Figure 9: WindowBlinds 6 includes a new, easy to use configuration program.

Wallpapers

Many skin artists create wallpapers to go with their visual styles.
WindowBlinds supports changing wallpapers, and you can choose to
have it apply the provided wallpaper for you.

If no wallpaper is supplied you can choose from the wallpapers you have
on your system, or mix and match different wallpapers with different
visual styles to create your own look!
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Change my wallpaper Random wallpaper settings Apply changes |
Change my wallpaper
Change your wallpaper using the options below. Double clicking the preview will apply the wallpaper for you instantly so you can see what it
looks like.
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Figure 10: Manage the wallpapers on your computer easily, you can even have
WindowBlinds randomly change your wallpapers throughout the day.
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Per Application Skinning

Windows XP and Windows Vista only change controls (buttons, check
boxes, etc.) on programs that are theme-aware, otherwise, the
application has controls that look like Windows 95 (you may have
noticed this before, this is why).

But WindowBlinds does not have this limitation. It can customize even
non-theme aware controls. Ironically, the only way to make Windows XP
or Windows Vista look consistently like Windows XP or Windows Vista is
to use WindowBlinds.

WindowBlinds can exclude individual applications from being skinned as
well as assign those applications to have a specific skin.

WG

! oo | Conference
Agenda

Figure 11: WindowBlinds users can assign different skins to different programs.

Performance & Usability
WindowBlinds isn’t just eye candy. Users can use it to significantly
improve the performance of Windows XP or Windows Vista over the OS

by default.

WindowBlinds skins can even add additional buttons such as roll-up

Page 9



N

Did you know?

You can double click
on a skin or a
wallpaper to apply
just that part of the
skin rather than

having to apply the

buttons, buttons that link to a website, even media player controls right
to the title bar or border of a window!
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¥/ Show icon in the system tray for easy access to WindowBlinds settings.

The taskbar shouid be sized as follows

Skin decides taskbar size

Titiebar settings

Figure 12: WindowBlinds includes a large number of usability options to extend what
Windows users. can normally configure

WindowBlinds in daily use

WindowBlinds has grown in popularity over the years with users. With
millions of users worldwide, it is the single most popular desktop
enhancement utility of all time.

In addition, its robust engine has been licensed by countless companies
in some form or other. Odds are, your PC right now has WindowBlinds
installed in one form or other (if your’e running a program that is
“skinned” it might be using a special licensed version of WindowBlinds).

Companies that have licensed WindowBlinds for use include ATI,

Microsoft, Nintendo, Blizzard, nVidia, Alienware, Dell, and countless
others.
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Figure 13: The World of WarCraft skin available at WorldOfWarcraft.com uses
WindowBlinds

Pricing & Availability

WindowBlinds is a free download. It costs $19.95 to register the
program. Users can also get WindowBlinds as part of Stardock’s suite of
popular desktop enhancements called Object Desktop which adds
programs that customize icons, animated wallpaper, widgets and
gadgets, window effects, and much more.

Version History

Version 1 of WindowBlinds was released in 1999 and since then it has grown and
matured. Version 2.0 in 2000 added the ability to “skin” more controls, in 2001 version
3.0 offered support for Windows XP, including the Start bar, and in April of 2003 version
4.0 added skinning for non-theme aware programs, command prompt skinning and a
new skinning format. Stardock is the world leader in Windows customization software,
and strives to remain on the cutting edge of the technology they pioneered.

V5.0: November 29, 2005. Added support for per pixel-alpha blending (glass effects to
title bar), toolbar icon changing, and progress bar animation changing. It is roughly 3.5
times faster than previous versions due to hardware acceleration, and has a reduced
memory foot-print thanks to eliminating the need for a dedicated process.
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V6.0: October 02, 2007. Adds a multitude of new features some of which include;
blurring, sidebar skinning and start menu animation.

Specifications

Product Name:
WindowBlinds 6.0 (www.windowblinds.net)

Developer:

Stardock Corporation (www.stardock.com)
15090 Beck Rd. Ste. 300

Plymouth, MI, 48170

Phn: 734-927-0677

Fax: 734-927-0678

Pricing:

$19.95 for stand-alone version or $49.95
when purchased as part of the Object
Desktop suite of Windows enhancement
utilities.

Requirements:

e 32-bit or 64-bit Windows Vista.

e 32-bit Windows XP

e 1GHz Processor

e 100MB Free drive space

e 512MB RAM

Did you know? @« 128MB Video card with a WDDM driver

WindowBlinds has

been featured in About Stardock

several movies to ) . ) _
Stardock is the world's leading developer of Windows enhancement

utilities. Its software is used by over 10 million people worldwide and
has been licensed by trendsetting companies like NVIDIA, ATI, Alienware
interface. and Microsoft, plus in movies and on TV. Stardock operates
WinCustomize.com, the premier portal for Windows enhancements,
drawing more than 3 million unique visitors each month. Stardock is a
Microsoft Certified Gold Partner. The company’s website is located at

give computers a

“futuristic” looking
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