ObjectBar

A Guided Tour

Executive Summary

ObjectBar is a program that can replace or extend the Windows Start bar. It provides the
functionality of the Start barub does it faster and with vastly more features. Because it is so
flexible and skinnable, it can be made to look like any sort of wharf, bar, finder, dock, etc. found
on any OS. Or it can be used to create something entirely new, giving both corporate IT
managers and end users the ability to design and implement a desktop interface specifically for
their usage.

ObjectBar is the first program of its kind. While there have been scores of program launching
programs in the past, no program has ever been rdleditethe flexibility and features of
ObjectBar in allowing users to create fully featured replacements for the Windows desktop
interface.

Benefits for Windows 98/ME/2000 users:

1 The full Windows XP Start bar
T Ability to group tasks in the taskbar
1 Most commonly used programs automatically added to the Start bar

Benefits for all users (including Windows XP users):

T Group running programs together any way the user wishes

1 System Tray filtering (pick which items are displayed in the System Tray)
Configurable Personalized 6Smart Menug to display only the program items you
regularly use

Fully skinnable and a host of visual effects

Virtual Desktops via ControlBands

Incorporate Menus into the bar and hide them in the program

Relatively easy to configure

Configurable right click pop -up menu

Ability to simulate virtually any operating system's desktop environment or
create a completely new one.

Faster than the real start bar

Tear off menus

1 Can automatically customize with WindowBlinds skins
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ObjectBar can look and feel like anything you like. In this example, it looks
much like the MacQOS finder. It can even strip out the menu bars from your
running apps and have them displayed in its bar.
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ObjectBar runs on Wlndows 98 ME, 2000, and XP and can let users have

all kinds of different Start bars with many different styles. If you're running
WindowBlinds, it can even automatically change itself based on the skin you're
running.




A tour of ObjectBar

There is no program quite like ObjectBar. No one has ever set out to create a "better start bar
thanthestart bar' Microsoft did a great job with thé/indows Start bar, particularly with the

one on Windows XP. ObjectBar's challenge was more thatojlb&ta better start bar than what
comes with Windows, it was to be better than the desktop interfaces foatiddlesktop OSes
(MacOS, Linux, OS/2, etc.This means ObjectBar has to be able to combine their features
together seamlesslglus have additional features. This tour will give you a taste of thieat
currentObjectBar can das well as what future versions will offer

In the beginning...
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General Options

Extra Feature Options | Startup Options | Troubleshooting Options | Dther Options |
™ Hide Desktop Icons
I When the desktop is right clicked, show menu defined in theme.
I Hide menus of applications when a replaceable section is present.
Only show shortcuts

v Activate Smart Menus (hides shortcuts in the Start accessed in the last:
Menu that have not been accessed for a preset time) -
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If you use the Window€lassic ObjectBar theme then ObjectBar looks just like the Start bar
found in Windows 98/ME/2000/XP (classi®yo big deal. You have personalizegnus which
can be turned off and pandsuch

Install and activate ObjectBar (after rebooting) and follow the examples below to some of what
ObjectBar has to offer.
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Right click on theObjectBarbar andselect Poperties(or doubleclick on the ObjectBar icon in
your system tray and, as you can see from the screenshots above and tiefoiw,much more
than the simple Windows Start b&lYhereas the Starabs configuration is relatively simpie
offering afew different toolbars, ObjectBar goes far beyond t4tat exactly does that mean?
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For one thingObjectBar allows you to move your Start button and your system tray, as well as
the rest of the Start bar, to anywhere on your deqstep figure below)No other pogram on

the market can do thigor most people, this is "cool" but not particularly useftis becomes
especiallyusefulfor corporations who want to get rid of the Start button entirely or get rid of the

system tray.
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ObjectBar can also grpuasks together. This is similar to what Windows XRs{though when
we designed ObjectBar, Windows XP didn't existth Stardock and Microsoft independently
came up with this concept). Obviously, if you're not running Windowsti{®js a pretty
remakablefeature. But even if you do use Windows XP, ObjectBar's way of grouping tasks is
far more flexible...

The first reason why it's so much better i
down theCtrl key on top of a menu, you can téaoff and move it to another location on your
desktop. Imagine if you're talking to several people via Instant messey@ecan tear off that
menu and have it float on your desktop.

IF) Microsoft visual Studio 6.0 Enterprise Tools  » EY Sander (Offling) - Mess. ..

IF7) Microsoft Visual Studio 6.0 Taols » EY) mian (Offine) - Messag...
& Microsoft Yisual C++ 6.0 EY Roggae (Offline) - Mess. ..

@D Microsoft Visual InterDev 6.0

B « Explaring the Future of Computing
&] PlanetCrap

@ Purchasing SuperSite

@ Quarter to Three
5 my Docurents €] Radio Station Guide

€] RateBeer.com - Welcome
@ Settings @ Reports Main Menu

(% Search -
@
Run...

& Log OFF Draginol...

o3 (..._| @@ corelprioTo-pamT 10.... [ 31cqene - |«ipo za4mm

The screenshot above shatle tear off menuand task grouping in action

Not only are the task group menear off® but you can do this witany menu. This can be
very useful inorganizingyour documents and program graedipr quick access. Aice
alternative ovethe usuaBO+ icons cluttering up your desktop!



One of the cool features available in newer versions of Windows is personalized menus.
ObjectBar provides that functionality in the formsmhart menus Smart mensi go well beyond

what personalized menus can do. They allow users to choose the threshold of when to hide items.
The user, rather than Microsoft, determines the time.
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So far, our examples have shown bars litat much like the standard Windows 98 Start bar.
This has been to illustrate the primary point of ObjectBar:fasterandmore powerfuthan the
start bars, wharfs, finders and whatnot that are foutige various operating systems. This is the
mainreason to use it. Too often programs come out that try to show off how nice they look
visually but provide little actual productivity benefit. The fact tBajectBars the most flexible,
skinnable progma of its kindis justas a bonus. We'll talk more later about just how flexible its
skinning is.

That said, ashown in the screenshots heyeu can defie what shows up on your task list. This
isimportant for power usersThey often have many programs runnargitheir task lists
become crowded with many things that they don't really care ahfitht ObjectBarthe user
decides which tasks are displayedthe above example, we have hidden all but 3 tasks. Of
course, how do you get to those other tasks if you want? That's answered below...

In this example (and is important to emphasize that this is just an example, not the only way
this could be done) | have added a pop up task icon onto my Start bar. When | click on it, it
shows all my running tasks.



