
 

A Guided Tour  

Executive Summary 

ObjectBar is a program that can replace or extend the Windows Start bar. It provides the 

functionality of the Start bar but does it faster and with vastly more features. Because it is so 

flexible and skinnable, it can be made to look like any sort of wharf, bar, finder, dock, etc. found 

on any OS. Or it can be used to create something entirely new, giving both corporate IT 

managers and end users the ability to design and implement a desktop interface specifically for 

their usage. 

ObjectBar is the first program of its kind. While there have been scores of program launching 

programs in the past, no program has ever been released with the flexibility and features of 

ObjectBar in allowing users to create fully featured replacements for the Windows desktop 

interface. 

Benefits for Windows 98/ME/2000 users:  

¶ The full Windows XP Start bar 
¶ Ability to group tasks in the taskbar  

¶ Most commonly used programs automatically added to the Start bar  

Benefits for all  users (including Windows XP users):  

¶ Group running programs together any way the user wishes  

¶ System Tray filtering (pick which items are displayed  in the System Tray) 
¶ Configurable Personalized òSmart Menusó to display only the program items you 

regularly use 

¶ Fully skinnable and a host of visual effects  

¶ Virtual Desktops via ControlBands 

¶ Incorporate Menus into the bar and hide them in the program  

¶ Relatively easy to configure  

¶ Configurable right click pop -up menu 

¶ Ability to simulate virtually any operating system's desktop environment or 
create a completely new one.  

¶ Faster than the real start bar  

¶ Tear off menus 

¶ Can automatically customize with  WindowBlinds skins 



 



  

A tour of ObjectBar  

There is no program quite like ObjectBar. No one has ever set out to create a "better start bar 

than the start bar." Microsoft did a great job with the Windows Start bar, particularly with the 

one on Windows XP. ObjectBar's challenge was more than just to be a better start bar than what 

comes with Windows, it was to be better than the desktop interfaces found on all desktop OSes 

(MacOS, Linux, OS/2, etc.). This means ObjectBar has to be able to combine their features 

together seamlessly, plus have additional features. This tour will give you a taste of what the 

current ObjectBar can do as well as what future versions will offer. 

  

In the beginning... 

 

If you use the Windows Classic ObjectBar theme then ObjectBar looks just like the Start bar 

found in Windows 98/ME/2000/XP (classic). No big deal. You have personalized menus which 

can be turned off and on, and such.   

Install and activate ObjectBar (after rebooting) and follow the examples below to some of what 

ObjectBar has to offer. 



 

Right click on the ObjectBar bar and select Properties (or double click on the ObjectBar icon in 

your system tray), and, as you can see from the screenshots above and below, this is much more 

than the simple Windows Start bar. Whereas the Start bar's configuration is relatively simple ï 

offering a few different toolbars, ObjectBar goes far beyond that. What exactly does that mean? 

 



 

For one thing, ObjectBar allows you to move your Start button and your system tray, as well as 

the rest of the Start bar, to anywhere on your desktop (see figure below). No other program on 

the market can do this. For most people, this is "cool" but not particularly useful. This becomes 

especially useful for corporations who want to get rid of the Start button entirely or get rid of the 

system tray.  

 



 

ObjectBar can also group tasks together. This is similar to what Windows XP does (though when 

we designed ObjectBar, Windows XP didn't exist; both Stardock and Microsoft independently 

came up with this concept). Obviously, if you're not running Windows XP, this is a pretty 

remarkable feature. But even if you do use Windows XP, ObjectBar's way of grouping tasks is 

far more flexible... 

The first reason why it's so much better is that all menus in ObjectBar are ñtear off.ò If you hold 

down the Ctrl  key on top of a menu, you can tear it off and move it to another location on your 

desktop. Imagine if you're talking to several people via Instant messenger - you can tear off that 

menu and have it float on your desktop.  

 

The screenshot above shows the tear off menus and task grouping in action.  

Not only are the task group menus ñtear offsò but you can do this with any menu. This can be 

very useful in organizing your documents and program groups for quick access. A nice 

alternative over the usual 30+ icons cluttering up your desktop! 



One of the cool features available in newer versions of Windows is personalized menus. 

ObjectBar provides that functionality in the form of smart menus. Smart menus go well beyond 

what personalized menus can do. They allow users to choose the threshold of when to hide items. 

The user, rather than Microsoft, determines the time. 

 



So far, our examples have shown bars that look much like the standard Windows 98 Start bar. 

This has been to illustrate the primary point of ObjectBar: it is faster and more powerful than the 

start bars, wharfs, finders and whatnot that are found in the various operating systems. This is the 

main reason to use it. Too often programs come out that try to show off how nice they look 

visually but provide little actual productivity benefit. The fact that ObjectBar is the most flexible, 

skinnable program of its kind is just as a bonus. We'll talk more later about just how flexible its 

skinning is. 

 

That said, as shown in the screenshots here, you can define what shows up on your task list. This 

is important  for power users. They often have many programs running and their task lists 

become crowded with many things that they don't really care about. With ObjectBar, the user 

decides which tasks are displayed. In the above example, we have hidden all but 3 tasks. Of 

course, how do you get to those other tasks if you want? That's answered below... 

 

In this example (and it is important to emphasize that this is just an example, not the only way 

this could be done) I have added a pop up task icon onto my Start bar. When I click on it, it 

shows all my running tasks.  


